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Weekly Newsletter of the Girls JP

SUNSET CAROLS - 2 DECEMBER
R120 Adults; R60 Children or reserve a table for 8 to 12 people at R220 per person
NOTE: Marimba, Orchestra. Drumline and Choir Children get in free as they are performing.
This includes: Grade 2 Choir, Cadet Choir, Chapel Choir and Chamber Choir.
Pre- Order DVDs at R150 each
Tickets can be purchased From Monday, 27 November, every morning before school, outside the Chapel, Boys JP as
well as in the Girls JP and SP car parks.
There will be debit/credit card facilities available in the Girls SP car park and Boys JP.

FROM THE HEADMASTER
The Christmas season is upon us. We look forward to our Nine Lessons and Carols tonight starting at 18:30. All
parents are welcome to attend. All Girls are expected to wear their No 1 uniform.
Our premier Christmas event is the ‘Sunset Carols,’ which takes place on Saturday, 2 December at 18:00. Please
remember that there will be a Christmas Market and food stalls open from around 15:00 on the day. Due to the
number of people who attend the event, the following logistical arrangements have been made:

Should you have a family member who requires assistance getting to Mvukuzane Field, a shuttle
bus will run from the Chapel Lawns to the bottom of the Mvukuzane Pavilion throughout the
afternoon. There will also be a shuttle service after the event.


We will have bakkies to transport heavy cooler boxes, etc. from three points; Chapel lawns, Keys
Pavilion and the Boys JP Parking. There will be a school gazebo erected to demarcate the drop-off
zones for this service. You may leave your coolbox at these points and there will be deliveries to
the bottom of Mvukuzane Pavilion at regular intervals. Unfortunately, due to safety regulations no
children (or adults) may travel on these vehicles.
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In the event of a lightning alert being sounded, the boys will be taken to the Dodson Hall and the
girls to the Girls JP. You may wait with them in these areas until we receive the all clear or you
may find your own points of safety, which include the various corridors around the schools. Should
a decision be taken to abandon the event you will be informed using the school PA system.

I am sure that we will all enjoy a magnificent evening of carols, which will really set the scene for Christmas.
STAFFING NEWS
In terms of our Junior Prep staffing, we are delighted to congratulate the following teachers who have been
promoted to Lead Teachers in 2018:
Mrs Janet Buck will lead our Literacy curriculum.
Mrs Sheena Steyn will lead our Numeracy curriculum.
Miss Lauren Keeve will lead our Ed Tech initiatives.
Mrs Bronwyn Peake will lead our Thinking Skills.
Further appointments in the Junior Prep:
Mrs Robyn von Ginkel (our current Remedial Therapist) has been appointed as our new Grade 1
teacher.
Miss Lerato Mafatle has been appointed as our new Grade 0 teacher. Lerato has had a number of
years’ experience at St Peter’s Prep as an intern. She is more than ready to take up the challenge of
full-time teaching.
Mrs Leanne Fleming (current Grade 0 locum teacher) has been appointed as our dedicated JP Physical
Education teacher.
In the Senior Prep, we say a sad farewell to:
Mrs Lee Pace. Lee is retiring to spend time with her daughters. Lee has served our school with
distinction for the past eight years.
Miss Jabulisile Mtshweni. Jabu started her teaching career as an intern and is going to gain further
experience at Steyn City School, closer to home.
Mrs Kagiso Musi. Kagi has made a tremendous impact on our Sports Department and we thank her for
her incredible commitment over the years. We wish her everything of the best as she joins St
Catherine’s next year, also to be closer to home.
Mrs Cathy Linnell: Cathy has been appointed as Head of Maths at the Boys School from the second
term next year. Whilst we congratulate Cath on this promotion, we are also very sad that she is
leaving us. We do still hope that she will be able to do some teaching in the Girls School, in the years
to come.
On a lighter note, we are delighted to announce that:
Mrs Keitumetse Makola will be joining us in the Sports Department next year. Keitumetse has taught
at Brescia House for a number of years. She has a degree in Sports Management and I know she will
add tremendous value to our school.
Miss Charne Badenhorst will also be joining us in the Sports Department. Charne is a qualified
biokineticist and joins us as a Master Coach. There is no doubt that she too will have a significant
impact on our sporting programme next year.
Mrs Kerryn Schmidt (current Grade 0 teacher) has been appointed as our Head of IT and Coding.
Miss Biotumelo Ledwaba has been appointed as our new Grade 3, 4 and 5 isiZulu teacher. Biotumelo
has taught previously at Reddam Waterfall and Jan Celliers Primary and comes very highly
recommended.
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Mrs Leigh van Rooyen has been appointed as our new librarian when she completes her locum for
Mrs Leigh Tennant in Grade 6 in February, next year.
Mrs Carmen Whitfield has been appointed as our new Remedial teacher in the Senior Prep. Carmen is
actually a qualified Educational Psychologist, but will initially be focused on assisting any of our girls
who require remedial assistance.

-

In terms of promotions in the Senior Prep. We are delighted to announce that:
Mrs Rose Nkomo is our new Head of isiZulu.
Mrs Leigh Tennant is our new Head of English.
Mrs Ritchie is our new Head of Thinking Skills.
Mr Blackhurst, Mr Wilson and Mr Thackwell have been promoted to Master Teachers. Their role will be to guide,
and mentor our teachers in leadership positions and will obviously have significant input into our curriculum.
Staff movement is always an emotional trigger point for parents and understandably so, but please be assured that
in terms of replacing these teachers, we will always only employ teachers of the very highest calibre to teach our
girls. This is only achievable through rigorous and extensive interview processes.
Have a good weekend! Nibe nempelasonto emnandi!
Darrel Webb
(Headmaster)

FROM THE JP HEAD
READ ALOUD
Parents have an enormous part to play in helping their children become avid readers. I have included the
article below for you to read as we go in to the holidays and urge you to make reading to your children an
integral part of your daily routines:
Reading Aloud to Children By Leah Davies, M.Ed.
Listening comprehension is vitally important if students are to achieve reading comprehension. Children who
come from homes with minimal language enrichment need to hear new words if they are to become proficient
readers. Reading aloud to children, even if only for a short time each day, enhances their language skills, as
well as their love of literature and learning.
In 1983 the Commission on Reading was created and funded by the U. S. Department of Education to study the
best way to increase knowledge and reading in children. The commission evaluated ten thousand research
studies over the course of two years and reported their results in Becoming a Nation of Readers. Among the
findings: “The single most important activity for building the knowledge required for eventual success in
reading is reading aloud to children.” The study supported reading aloud in classrooms throughout all
grades.*
Experts agree that the way to motivate children to read on their own is by arousing their interest and curiosity.
Reading exciting stories to children helps them associate reading with pleasure. When the teacher and
children share suspense, emotions, and enjoy fascinating characters, their relationship is strengthened. In
addition, when children listen to a teacher read, they learn grammatical form and story structure. Reading
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stories, poems, books and factual texts to children builds their vocabulary, attention span and knowledge base
so that they can speak, read, and write more fluently.
Here are some ideas to enhance how you share books with your children:
1. Choose stories that you have read and that you enjoyed reading.
2. Read a variety of books.
3. Choose a colourful book that is large enough for the group of children to see.
4. Reread favourite books.
5. Read some stories that lend themselves to children repeating a phrase or filling in a word.
6. Practice reading aloud if necessary.
7. Pick an area in the room that is quiet and comfortable.
8. Sit higher than your daughter that they can see the pictures and hear you.
9. Help the children settle down before you begin by leading them in a calming game or song.
10. Hold up the book and call attention to the author and illustrator.
11. Ask a question that will spark their interest.
12. Move the book so that the children can see the illustrations, or show the pictures after you read each page.
13. Read with expression and enthusiasm.
14. Let your facial expressions reflect the emotions of the characters.
15. Use character voices.
16. Pace your reading to fit the story, but read slow enough so the children can understand it.
17. Accept children’s comments or questions.

Parents are powerful role model for the enjoyment of reading. When adults demonstrate a love of reading,
their children will more likely become avid reader themselves.
THE LAST WEEK OF SCHOOL
We will not have any extra-murals in the last week of school. School will end at 13:00 each day. We will have
waiting class until 14:00.
On the 6 December, we go to the Pantomime.
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School ends at 10:30 on Thursday, 7 December. There will be no Aftercare on the last day.
BIRTHDAYS AND FAREWELLS
On Tuesday, we will celebrate our December birthday girls and teachers. Please see the list of girls who will be
celebrated.
The last Chapel Service is reserved for our farewells.
STATIONERY FOR SEFIKENG
Every year at this time, we collect stationery for Sefikeng from Grade 1 and 2. Many of the girls like to keep
their old stationery and we respect their choice. If your daughter would prefer to keep her stationery, please
let their teacher know. We will send this stationery home in the last week of school. The rest will go to
Sefikeng.
SWIMMING GALA

Have a super weekend.
Heather Kissack (JP Head)

CHAPEL BIRTHDAYS
The following girls will receive their birthday cards on Tuesday, 28 November at 08:00 in the School Chapel.
The birthday girls are welcome to donate a book to the library. Please note that it does not have to be
wrapped.
K Jansen
I Hallowes
I Parreira
T Mphahlele
A Miller
M Wraight
P Parbhoo
G Astengo
M Motsohi
O Bortolan
K Rohland
M Malie
O Morris
M Lusu
We look forward to seeing the parents, there!
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT
Music applications for 2018 are now open for new and existing students.
Please complete the online application to secure your daughters spot for 2018 before the end of term.
Please follow the online link for the 2018 music applications.
https://goo.gl/forms/W3WUcaVlsvCt9uuB3
Marguerite Schmitt (Head of Music)

GETTING TO KNOW EACH OTHER
TSHEPO KEKANA
Tshepo joined St Peter’s in 2004, as an intern in the Finance
Department.
While at St Peter’s, Tshepo completed a B.Com degree, through UNISA,
and assumed the role of Accountant from January 2015.
Tshepo juggles many balls assuming responsibility for the accounting of
six legal entities:- St Peter’s College, Hillsun Development NPC, St
Peter’s Prep Schools, Foundation Trust, St Peter’s College Trust and
iDWALA.
Tshepo enjoys cooking, health & fitness and is always impeccably
dressed.

ST PETER’S PREP PRAYER LIST
There are people in our school and community who need our prayers and petitions. This is part of what it
means to be a Christian; we have the privilege of carrying these people to God in our prayer.
Our newsletter, from time to time, will therefore have the names of those who need our prayers and have
agreed to be on our prayer list.
Please remember the following three members of the St Peter’s family in your prayers:
Georgia Bain (Grade 1 LL)
Lebone Tshetlo (Grade 6 LT)
Jenny Hugo
(ex-Girls School Librarian)
Fr Richard (Chaplain)
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Christmas Holiday Club for Grade 0, 1 and 2 girls
Dates: Friday 8 December – Thursday 14 December
Time: 8am – 12pm
Cost: R220 per day

Let us keep you entertained! We have planned exciting Christmas baking and crafts as
well as a bike riding day. Bring your friends and siblings too!
FUN! FUN! FUN!

Please book in advance with either Mrs Buck, Mrs Steyn or Mrs Montagu to
secure your place. Maximum 25 girls per day

WEEKS AHEAD
30/11/2017

08:00:00

08:30:00

Little Mozarts

Royce Hall

30/11/2017

08:45:00

10:00:00

Grade 2 Service of Thanks Giving

Chapel

30/11/2017

10:00:00

10:30:00

Grade 2 Parents' Transition Meeting

Chapel

30/11/2017

10:00:00

11:00:00

Grade 2 meet Grade 6 Buddies

Newlands
Field

01/12/2017

08:30:00

10:00:00

Sunset Carols Rehearsal

Gr 2,3,4

01/12/2017

10:30:00

13:00:00

Sunset Carols Rehearsal

Gr 5,6,7

02/12/2017

09:00:00

10:00:00

Sunset Carols Choir Rehearsal on Stage

Gr 2,3,4

02/12/2017

14:00:00

17:00:00

Christmas Market

02/12/2017

18:00:00

20:00:00

Sunset Carols

04/12/2017

10:00:00

11:00:00

Puppet Show "A Christmas Story"

05/12/2017

09:00:00

09:30:00

Meet 2018 Teachers

06/12/2017

08:30:00

13:45:00

Pinocchio Pantomime

07/12/2017

11:00:00

11:00:00

ADVENT TERM ENDS
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SECOND TERM, 2018
Please note that school will be starting on Thursday, 3 May 2018 for the Trinity Term.
This will allow for Staff Development to take place on Wednesday, 2 May, in the knowledge that Tuesday, 1 May is
a Public Holiday.

SUNSET CAROLS – SATURDAY, 2 DECEMBER

Come shop at the St Peter’s Christmas Market!
At 15:00, some of the stalls include:
Indian Cotton Company / Granadilla / Saffron Rose / Lavish by Lara / Sticki Brix
Jackalberry / Pesso / Brass / Swim Dry / Exotic Kashmir / Capsule Clothing /
Tasha’s Treats
Lula Fox / Rare Bear Project / Hello Shongololo / Pure Imports / Hot Melon
Meringue Jewellery / Wild Threads / Amazeballz / Pool Pillows / So Shutterly
Fabulous
Penyesa Accessories / Balloony Toons / Yummy
Mummy
Delicious food & beverages on offer too:
Sumting Fresh / Pizzapp / Traditional & Fusion / From the Grill / Chip ‘n Dip
House of Crepes / Deliteful Donuts / Coffee Café / Happy Me / Willy Waffles
Ice Bombs / Wendy’s Lemonade / Frosty Melts
Join in the Fun & Christmas Cheer!
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USING SNAPSCAN APP FOR PAYMENTS
Having cash on your premise always creates a security risk for the people handling the cash. With
this in mind, we would like to promote the use of the SnapScan App facility for school functions.
This is such a simple way of making a payment. SnapScan is linked to your credit card.

No cash. No card swipes. Simply pay with your phone.
Works with any South African Bank

Safe

Easy

Convenient

Free

Your card details are securely
encrypted on your phone. We
don’t have access to them,
and neither will the shop
you’re buying from.

Just download the app and
link your credit or debit card.
In less than 5 minutes, you’re
good to go!

SnapScan lets you pay for the
goods and services you need,
wherever you are. No cash or
cards needed!

SnapScan is free to use, with
no additional charges to you
as
the
user.
Network
providers’
standard
data
charges will apply.

Step 1: Snap
Open SnapScan and use
your phone’s camera to
scan the SnapCode
displayed at the checkout
or on your bill.

Step 2: Pay
Enter the amount you
want to pay and confirm
payment with your 4digit PIN.

Step 3: Go!
That’s it. You’re done!
Make sure the merchant
has received proof of
payment.

Click to download onto your smartphone.
iPhone

Android

BlackBerry

For more information go to www.snapscan.co.za
Here are the links:
iPhone
https://appsto.re/za/LW8CJ.i
Android https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.fireid.snapscan
BlackBerry
https://appworld.blackberry.com/webstore/content/33734153/?lang=en&countrycode=ZA
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