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THROUGH THE KEYHOLE  

 
Weekly Newsletter of St Peter’s Boys Prep School 
 
FROM THE RECTOR 
 
St Peter’s Prep Schools intends opening a Pre-Prep in January 2020.  The initiative is driven by demand but also by our 
belief in the importance of effective Early Childhood Development (ECD) programmes.  Uninformed people often see Pre-
Preps as “nursery schools” or “crèches”.  A good ECD programme is a great deal more than this.  It sets the foundation for 
learning to read and write and makes these skills so much easier for children to master.  Lags in developmental 
milestones can be addressed and confidence built. 
 
We are planning to open the school with two Gr 00 and two Gr 000 classes, each of which will have, in addition to a 
teacher, an ECD teacher intern, providing much-improved contact time for each pupil.   
 
In line with our educational philosophy, the curriculum will be play-based with emphasis on developing imagination, 
curiosity and perceptual skills in order to create the best possible transition to formal learning. 
 
We shall be constructing a new school in order for the children to enjoy a happy and stimulating environment, separate 
from “big school”.  The facility will be sited on the property across Witkoppen Road, opposite Newlands field.  Entry will 
be via Estelle Road at the back of the property. 
 
While we construct the new building on the aforementioned property, the Pre-Prep will open in the current Afterschool 
Programme facility, in the grounds of the Prep School. 
 
The recruitment drive for a Head, with appropriate ECD knowledge, is currently underway.  We hope to announce the 
appointment next term.  Those of you who have investigated the fees of Pre-Preps will notice that stand-alone schools 
are inevitably cheaper than those attached to Prep schools, as is the case with St Peter’s. Cost is largely driven by 
teachers’ salaries.  We shall be looking to employ teachers qualified in ECD and will be remunerating them as we do all St 
Peter’s teachers.  In addition, they will be included in the comprehensive training programme required for all staff. 
 
In order to be transparent and fair in receiving applications for the Pre-Prep we have offered accepted pupils on our 
waiting list first priority to apply for Gr 00/000 without jeopardising their accepted places for Grade 0. We will then 
extend the offer to families that are already on our waiting lists according to priority weighting points for Grade 0 2021 
and 2022 and thereafter spaces will be open to the wider community. 
  
Please see the list of FAQ’s below for further information. 
 
Questions for the Rector: 
If anyone wishes any further information, please contact Admissions (admissions@stpeters.co.za). 
 
Greg Royce 

mailto:admissions@stpeters.co.za
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS (FAQs) with regard to GRADE 00 and 000 2020 

 

 WILL THE PRE-PREP HAVE BOTH GIRLS AND BOYS IN THE SAME CLASS?  
The Pre-Prep will be co-educational; where possible there will be an equal number of boys and girls in each class. 

 WHAT ARE THE TIMES FOR THE SCHOOL? WHAT TIME WILL IT OPEN & CLOSE, AND WILL THIS BE IN LINE WITH 
THE REST OF ST PETER'S IF ONE IS DROPPING OFF A SIBLING? 
The school day will start officially at 08:00 and finish at 12:30, with a supervised waiting class until 13:30 and an 
Aftercare Facility until 17:30. Supervision will be provided from 07:00 every morning. 

 WILL THE AFTERCARE BE RUN JOINTLY WITH THE PREP SCHOOLS? WHERE WILL AFTERCARE BE AND HOW 
MUCH WILL IT COST? 
The Pre-Prep will have its own Aftercare Facility. This will be in the same place as the Pre-Prep School. The fee 
structure will be similar to that of Grade 0-2 in the Prep Schools.   

 WHERE WILL THE PRE-PREP BE SITUATED? 
The Pre-Prep will ultimately be on the property across the road from St Peter’s Prep Schools. The access will be 
through Estelle Road, Paulshof. If the building is not completed in time, the upgraded Aftercare Facility will be 
used until the new facilities are completed.     

 HOW MANY CLASSES WILL THERE BE AND HOW MANY CHILDREN PER CLASS?  
This will be determined by the interest we receive. We are hoping to start with two Gr 000 and two Gr 00 in 
2020 with between 18 and 20 children per class with a teacher and a trained Intern/Assistant in each classroom. 

 WILL THE DEPOSIT BE CARRIED OVER FOR GRADE 0?  
The deposit will be carried over to Gr 0 with a top up required to meet the Prep School Deposit for each specific 
year. If a term’s notice is given before a child is withdrawn from the Pre-Prep, 50% of the deposit will be 
refunded as with the Prep Schools. 

 WHAT ELSE WILL THE FEES INCLUDE IN TERMS OF MUSIC LESSONS, SPORTS, OUTINGS ETC.? WHAT ARE 
SUNDRIES  
The programme will include Music, Playball and Sport in the weekly timetable.  
As with the Junior Prep Schools, the Sundries amount will include outings, productions, stationery, individual and 
class photographs and any other expenses except Hearing/Eye Screening, School Production DVD and 
Photographs.  

 IS THERE A SIBLING’S DISCOUNT? 
The sibling discount (of ten percent for the third child’s fees) will be given, providing all three children attend the 
preps concurrently.  

 WILL EXTRA-MURALS BE OFFERED? 
We will offer the regular extra cost extra-murals offered by most Pre-Prep Schools but this will also be 
dependent on interest and numbers initially. 

 IS THERE A ST PETER'S UNIFORM, OR DO THE CHILDREN WEAR THEIR OWN CLOTHES? 
At this stage there will be no uniform for the children attending the Pre-Prep and we do not think this will 
change. 

 WHO WILL BE THE HEADMASTER/MISTRESS OF THE PRE-PREP SCHOOL? 
This position has been advertised and we are in the process of recruiting.  As is its custom, St Peter’s is seeking 
an exceptional educator familiar with current ECD methodology to manage the school.  The Head of the Pre-Prep 
will start part time in the second term 2019 and will be employed full-time from the third term to oversee the 
project and set up the Pre-Prep for its opening in January 2020. 

 WHO WILL THE TEACHERS BE? 
Once a Head has been appointed, we will begin the process of advertising and employing both teachers and 
other staff required. All appointments will be made by the start of the third term 2019; teachers will officially 
take up their positions in January 2020. Teachers will be suitably qualified to teach Early Childhood Development 
(ECD). 
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 ARE CURRENT TEACHERS AT ST PETER'S LIKELY TO BECOME THE TEACHERS, OR WILL THE TEACHERS BE 
SOURCED FROM OUTSIDE THE SCHOOL? 
This will depend on interest shown by internal staff and the CV’s received as Early Childhood Development (ECD) 
qualifications or experience will be a requirement. We will be looking for staff who align with the ethos and 
values of St Peter’s Schools within the Pre-Prep. 

 WHAT IS THE STRUCTURAL LAYOUT OF THE SCHOOL GOING TO LOOK LIKE AS WELL AS THE CLASSROOMS?  
The design of the school will be similar to the Girls Junior Prep buildings with a farm-style theme to it. We want 
to create a warm, safe environment with an element of fun and nature coming to the fore. Both the plans and a 
model will be presented at the open day in June 2019. The classrooms will be large with activity centres and lots 
of light. 

 WHAT WILL THE SCHEDULE BE LIKE? 
This question will be answered in greater detail at the Open Morning (in June 2019) once a Head has been 
appointed. We are looking at a flexible programme with the focus on learning through play. The programme will 
be aimed at developing the perceptual skills of young children through inquiry, investigation and wonder. Nature 
and the outdoor environment will play a large role in the curriculum.  

 
Information will be provided on a regular basis, informing parents whose children will be attending the Pre-Prep, of 
developments as they happen. We can, however, assure you that the St Peter’s Pre-Prep will hold the same values and 
ethos as the Prep Schools and children who attend the school will be well prepared for entry into Gr 0 and the start of 
formal learning in Gr 1.  
 
You will be invited to an Open Day in June 2019 at which the building plans and model will be presented. The Head will 
also present an overview of the curriculum and the overall plan for opening the Pre-Prep in 2020, which will coincide with 
the 70th celebrations of St Peter’s Boys Prep School. 

 
FROM THE HEADMASTER 
 
Academic Queries 
 
The Head of Academics, Catherine Steenhoff, has been booked off work due to illness for the rest of the term.  During 
this time, please refer any queries regarding academic progress to the Head of Middle School, Jo Shield 
jshield@stpeters.co.za , for Grades 3 and 4 and to the relevant Grade Heads, listed below, for the other classes. You are 
welcome to contact me should you have any queries that you feel are particularly sensitive or urgent. 
 
Grade 5:  Erica Faul efaul@stpeters.co.za 
Grade 6: Monique Egbers megbers@stpeters.co.za 
Grade 7: Victoria Eagle veagle@stpeters.co.za   
 
We wish Catherine a speedy recovery. 
 
Rob Macaulay 
 
 

IT’S A BOY! 
 

Congratulations to Scott and Loren Hauptfleisch on the birth of thir baby boy in 
the early hours of this morning. 
Welcome to the world Joseph! 
Mum and baby are doing well.  
 

 

mailto:jshield@stpeters.co.za
mailto:efaul@stpeters.co.za
mailto:megbers@stpeters.co.za
mailto:veagle@stpeters.co.za
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SAVE THE DATE: MANDELA DAY SATURDAY 20 JULY  
 
This year, St Peter’s is planning a major project at Sefikeng Primary to clean, 
refurbish, paint and so much more that needs doing. If your company would 
like to join us, please contact us so that we can coordinate our efforts to make 
a difference! (msloane@stpeters.co.za). 
 
Early next term, we will start the drive for our families. 
 
The Mandela Day Team  

 
 

 
 
HOT DOG DAY AND CIVVIES DAY  
FRIDAY 15 MARCH – R35  
On Friday boys can wear civvies  to 
school. 
Hot dog Day -  R25 
Civvies -  R10  

 
 
ST PETER’S COLLEGE GOLF DAY – 20 MARCH 
 

 
Dinner included. Lots of prizes to be won! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:msloane@stpeters.co.za
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ST PETER’S COLLEGE MUSIC SOIREE 
 
St Peter’s College MADD Centre presents The Chanticleer Singers, directed by Richard Cock, performing a programme 
covering all things natural. 
  
The programme includes ‘’All Creatures Now are Merry Minded’’ by John Bennet, ‘’Christ Hath a Garden’’ by Eleanor 
Daley and ‘’Lullabye of Birdland’’ by George Shearing, in addition to works by Elgar, Morley, Stanford and Lauridsen. 
 
Featuring soloist Nicholas Nicolaidis in his final appearance with the Chanticleer Singers before emigrating. 
 
Click on the image below and follow the link to purchase your ticket: 
  

 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 

 Limited seats available - first come first serve! 

 Payment options on the system are: VISA/MASTER Credit or debit card, SID EFT and Zapper 

 Coffee and tea served from 15:00 in the MADD Centre foyer. 

 Audience take their seats from 15:40. 

Thank you for your support!  
Vaughan van Zyl & the MADD production team 
 

 

https://tickets.tixsa.co.za/event/st-peter-s-college-music-soiree-chanticleer-singers
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CHARITY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FORTHCOMING WEEK 

Please check on the Communicator St Peter’s for the 2019 Easter Term Calendar.  
You can save and load everything relevant to your sons into your electronic Calendar. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE FOR NEWS SUBMISSIONS IS 08:00 ON WEDNESDAYS 


