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Weekly Newsletter of St Peter’s Boys Prep School
FROM THE RECTOR

New Stained Glass Window in the Chapel

[image: image24.png]


[image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.png]10

2

1





KEY:

(Conceived by Greg Royce and designed by Katy Mthethwa, Media and Thinking Skills Specialist, 2018.  Executed by Leonie Meyer).

The window portrays the context in which the school is placed.  It evokes the mission of the school to prepare children for life in Africa and the world, within the loving care of God’s presence. 

1. Manche Masemola, African Martyr from Limpopo, killed by her family while a teenager in February 1928 for her belief in Christianity.

2. St Peter, for whom the school is named. 
3. Baobab tree, symbolising endurance of the Christian faith and the hope that the school will prevail.
4. Acacia tree, symbolisng the strength of the faith of Christians under the protection of God.
5. Eagle owl, symbolising the wisdom of African philosophy and the rich learning enviornment of the school based on the cognitive education programme.
6. Celtic cross, symbolising the St Peter’s special brand of Christianity, its closeness to nature and its recognition of the status of women.

7. Potchefstroom koekoeks, indigenous African chickens. 
8. Nguni cattle, symbolising the domestic animals that sustain humankind in Africa and a reminder of the school’s beginnings with 10 boys, 2 girls and a cow.  

9. City, symbolising urban life for which children are prepared.

10. Hut, symbolising rural life, the early, humble beginnings of the school and the humility we seek in St Peter’s pupils.

11. St Peter’s boy and girl looking into the world for which they are being prepared.

12. Hedgehog, symbolising the independence of St Peter’s and willingness to protect its ethos.

Questions for the Rector:
If anyone wishes any further information on any topic, please feel free to contact me at school or at groyce@stpeters.co.za or dradloff@stpeters.co.za
Greg Royce
FROM THE HEADMASTER
The boys should all be able to tell you about our 5 G’s, one of which is Grounds. There is more to this “G” than simply looking after our fields and not littering.  Underpinning the Grounds concept is the principle of stewardship.  Stewardship requires that we acknowledge the many blessings that we enjoy and take responsibility to ensure that we don’t abuse or destroy our environment.  From the school value side, it epitomises being responsible and being respectful through the acknowledgement and appreciation of what we have.  I did a little calculation in Chapel with the boys.  In any 12 month period we will have upwards of 500 blazers through our Lost Property programme.  If one accepts that the average blazer costs R500, then we show a lack of stewardship to the tune of R250 000 on blazers alone!

On any given afternoon, I can find at least four tracksuit tops and an assortment of shoes (usually as singles) as I walk my dogs on the fields at 17:00.  I truly believe that the need to address this lack of stewardship is one that must be shared by both parents and school.  Sean Porter has written a piece on lost property, which is included below:

“I put my shoes in my bag”

“When I went to break I left it in my bag”

As parents, and teachers, we’ve heard the above statements many times when questioning our children on the whereabouts of their lost item/s of school uniform. Today I walked the corridors to test this theory. Without fail, on every rack, outside every classroom, from Grade 3 – 7, I found items of uniform left on top of bags, under the racks and in the corridor. This included: shoes, socks, jerseys, tracksuit tops and bottoms, blazers and sports kit. The boys whose clothing was left in these places seemed genuinely surprised when I called them out of class and insisted they make sure that they put the clothing into their bags and zipped them closed. 

At St Peter’s we have numerous yellow, well labelled, “Lost Property Dustbins”. The boys are all well aware that the yellow dustbins are for lost property. Our hope is that these dustbins would not have to be used often – unfortunately this is not currently the case.

Imagine the shock and disappointment when the below pictures, of a few of those dustbins, were shared with Scott Hauptfleisch and I. What struck me was the fact that the litter was thrown into the bins on top of the lost property, so it was definitely not a case of mistaken identity or just the incorrect bin. People had made the choice to dump their litter into and on top of the lost property. While I accept that many boys were not the “culprits”, the sheer amount of litter leads me to believe there were many who had shown a lack of respect for others’ property.
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You may have heard, via your boys, that we cleared the Lost Property Shed last week and returned all the marked items to their owners. We also addressed the condition of the above dustbins. In many cases these items had been sitting in lost property for days, weeks and in some cases, months. It is our hope that the shed remains “empty” for as long as possible. As per Rob Macaulay’s request, I believe that we have a joint responsibility, as parents and a school, to educate the boys. I truly believe that one simple way we can begin to achieve this across the school is to encourage the boys to ensure that their uniform gets placed inside their bags and that their bags are zipped up immediately. At home, I am sure we don’t allow them to leave clothes lying around and insist they  put their dirty washing into the laundry basket.

Should your son lose an item of clothing, the Lost Property Shed (at the back of the Napier Quad) is open in the mornings at 07:00. Encourage your son to take the responsibility to go and look for the lost item. If it is labelled this will make this process much easier. 

Please help us to address the lost property issue and to hold our boys accountable for what they are privileged enough to enjoy.

With thanks

Rob Macaulay and Sean Porter
	ST PETER'S PREP SCHOOLS BUS SERVICE INFORMATION

Due to much interest from last week's Bus Service Survey, we need to move to the next stage of gathering information so that we can contact you to make arrangements for the morning Bus Service. 

Please click on the link to fill in your details:
https://goo.gl/forms/q7ZzUWZTFqCkE3762
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	WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY – 5 JUNE

World Environment Day appeared on our Eco calendar earlier this week on 5 June. It is the UN's most important day for encouraging worldwide awareness and action for the protection of our environment. Since it began in 1974, it has grown to become a global platform for public outreach that is widely celebrated in over 100 countries.
Each World Environment Day is organised around a theme that focuses attention on a particularly pressing environmental concern. The theme for 2018 is beating plastic pollution and the host country for 2018 is India.

At St Peter’s we have decided to embrace the theme of ‘beating plastic’ by partnering up with the Owl Rescue Centre’s Plastic Recycling Project. 

All of our plastic, collected for the rest of the term, will be placed in the special collection bags supplied by the Owl Rescue Centre. These are collected, and in turn, recycled and made into owl and bat boxes. In addition, the school has ordered some barn owl, spotted eagle owl and bat boxes. We will keep you up to date regarding the installation. Children wishing to make a difference, must place all their plastic in either the classroom recycling bins or the big wheelie bins that are labelled ‘plastic’. We will sort it and make sure that it gets passed onto the Owl Rescue Centre. The Owl Rescue Centre will take any form of plastic including their recent addition of plastic bags.
Cathy Linnell (Eco Committee Chair)
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DID YOU KNOW?
	A regular oreo Mcflurry contains 9.75 teaspoons of sugar.  

Refined sugar has no nutritional value, besides empty calories. 
It does not contain any vitamins, minerals, enzymes, fats or fibre. Everything beneficial is removed through the refining process.
                    


BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT GROUP

When you lose someone or something very precious to you, the grief can be intense. Pain, sad memories, and unanswered questions can haunt you. For a child, losing a parent is, without doubt, one of the most difficult experiences to deal with. They may even feel that they'll never be the same - that they'll never laugh or be whole again. There is no way to grieve and get over it, something small can trigger memories at any time and we need the support of others and the opportunity to speak about it. 
To this end, St Peter’s is starting a Bereavement Support Group for these children, from both the Girls and Boys School from Grade 0 to Grade 7. The group will meet once or twice a term or whenever they feel it necessary to meet. The purpose is to celebrate the life of the parent they have lost and to provide an opportunity to share, in a safe environment, with peers who have had common experiences. 

These group sessions will be run by Wendy Wentzel, our resident Psychologist and myself. Our first group meeting will be held on Tuesday, 12 June from 07:30 to 08:30 in Wendy’s office, located at the boys school ASU.   

If your child has experienced the loss of a parent, please encourage him/her to attend these sessions. Together we can support and help your children to work through their loss and, slowly but surely, help them to feel whole again.

Please contact me on 082 332 9855, should you have any questions or queries.

Blessings 

Fr Richard (Chaplain)
PRESENTATION FOR PARENTS – 19 JUNE
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REMINDER: CLOTHING COLLECTION FOR CIVVIES DAY – 15 JUNE
For our Civvies Day (Friday, 15 June), we are collecting clothes for the HLALISEKANI PLAYGROUP. 

Please drop donations in the Vestry of the Chapel. All sizes of clothing will be gratefully received. St Mark’s Anglican Church will distribute the adult clothing.

Your support for this initiative would be greatly appreciated.  

Blessings
Kamohelo Kotsi (Assistant Chaplain) 
OLD BOYS NEWS

Michelhouse

Andrew Holt was recently selected to represent the KwaZulu-Natal Academy Week rugby side.
PA NEWS
PA COMMITTEE VACANCIES
Several of the current serving members of the St Peter’s Parents Association will be stepping down toward the end of this year as their terms come to an end. 

As a result, we are looking for parents to volunteer to fill these vacancies. Being part of the PA is a fun and rewarding way of contributing towards the school we are all part of. Please contact Malope or Robyn if you are interested in getting involved. 

Malope Mabizela: malopem@icloud.com
Robyn Doak: robyn@designoval.co.za
PAVER PLAQUES 

A PAVER PLAQUE is a timeless reminder of your son's years at St Peter's Boys Prep School. This brass plaque is engraved with your son's details and is placed in the quad outside Dodson Hall – The Old Boys Quad. 

Should you wish to order, please click on the link and complete the Google order form.

https://goo.gl/forms/eZGieDiKQnfdyzWu2
Examples of plaques available to order:
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	COFFEE MACHINES REMINDER

Coffee machines are available in the pavilions for parents who would like to enjoy a cup. The cost of the coffee is NOW R15 A CUP. 

There is also complimentary tea and instant coffee available in case you are not able to pay for the machine coffees. Please note that this is based on an honesty system, and at the moment we are noticing that only 80% of the coffees are being paid for. 
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Due to an unfortunate spate of theft, as well as to not everyone paying for the coffee, we are moving to a completely cashless system. COFFEE WILL NOW BE PAID FOR VIA SNAPSCAN ONLY. Simply scan the barcode and follow the instructions on the app.  

If you do not have the app, please use our complimentary Wi-Fi to download it and you can use immediately. 
We thank you for your support.
REMINDER: SOCCER DAY – 16 JUNE, REGISTER BY 13 JUNE
[image: image10.emf]
Click on this LINK to register: https://goo.gl/forms/QKJpQ9xaDPsGg5uY2
SECOND HAND SHOP – VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Opening time: Wednesday 07:00 to 08:00
The Second Hand Shop is proving to be a popular option for many parents.

We are looking for a few more volunteers to assist with the shop during the opening time.

We would also like to start providing second hand sporting equipment (cricket bats, hockey sticks, tennis racquets etc.)

Please contact Carol Sithole on carol.sithole1977@gmail.com or on 072 226 8599 if you are able to help.
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	GRADE 7 FUND RAISING – SATURDAY, 9 JUNE
There will be yummy bacon and boerie rolls on sale at the Rugby on Saturday.
Cash only. 
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WINTER WARMERS
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WINTER WARMERS MUSIC FESTIVAL & FAMILY DAY!

Live Music | Kids Inflatables & Entertainment
FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY!

SAVETHE DATE

DATE: Saturday, 14 July 2018
TIME: 12:00 - 17:00

TICKETS AVAILABLE SOON — STAY TUNED!
winterwarmers@stpeters.co.za





FORTHCOMING WEEK

Please check Calendar section of Communicator St Peter’s for forthcoming week’s activities.
PLEASE NOTE: DEADLINE FOR NEWS SUBMISSIONS IS 08:00 ON WEDNESDAYS

CHARITY EVENTS
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Family Fun Day

24y 29 July 2018
o/ 10h00 - 16h00

Entrance fee
Adults - RS0
Pensioners &

Children under 12 - R20

Venue

Gladys Evans Training Centre,
126 Wroxham Road, Paulshof

Regret GDA Dogs and Puppies only
For more nformation please contact: Mmabatho Koena, Tel: 011 705 3512
Email: Mmabathok @guidedog.org.za
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