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Dear Parents, 

FROM THE HEADMASTER 
The Christmas season has really begun in earnest.  On Thursday last week we were delighted by the Grade 0 production 

of an “African Christmas” and over the next two weeks we will be able to enjoy the Middle School Christmas Story and 

the Upper School Nine Lessons and Carols in the Chapel.  The St Peter’s Sunset Carols, which will take place on 

Mvukuzane Field on 30 November, will be a fitting high point in our celebrations.   It is at this time of the year that we get 

the opportunity to reflect on successes past and blessings current and future.  It is a time of hope. 

I am always astounded when I consider the impact of the birth of a baby in a Middle Eastern stable over 2000 years ago.  

Perhaps the most important aspect of this birth was the dawn of a new hope for the people who were there.  This hope 

has spread around the globe and, for many people, Christmas has become the most important family celebration in their 

year.  Families come together from all over, people exchange gifts and there is a general feeling of goodwill.  In a country 

that, despite the euphoria of winning the World Cup, is faced with so many divisions and challenges, this Christmas, and 

the associated hope and joy that it brings, is of great significance. 

I believe that there are a few key points of departure that will allow us to make this season particularly special in our St 

Peter’s Community.   Firstly, let us all remember the 5th “G” for our school: Gratitude.  As we look back on the year we 

have so much to be grateful for in our individual lives, but also as a community.  We have been able to celebrate 

wonderful times together in class, on the sports field and in cultural activities.  Things that we take for granted such as a 

roof over our heads and food on the table are regularly mentioned in Chapel when the boys lead our prayers.  The 

professional, loving and positive environment within which we all work and learn in this school is taken as a given; but is 

not necessarily the norm for the majority of school communities within our country at present. We have much to be 

grateful for. 

Secondly, we are able to approach this Christmas season from the position of givers rather than receivers as we prepare 

our Christmas boxes for distribution in the community.  This change in focus, and the associated joy and hope that we can 

bring, fits well into our school values, with “Compassion” being shown to be practical and tangible for our boys.  Thus, the 

hope that “I can make a difference…” is reinforced.  By focusing on what we can do to bring joy to others we forget, for a 

time, those challenges such as our economy and politics over which we do not necessarily have much influence.  We are 

able to be agents of hope in our own community. 

And so, as we begin our celebration of that miraculous birth that changed the world in so many ways, let us focus on 

gratitude for what we have and consideration of how we can bring hope to others.  Let us be the hope that we wish to 

see.  

Enjoy this very special season with us. 

Rob Macaulay 

FROM THE JUNIOR PREP 
JUNIOR PREP STAFFING 
There are many changes to the class teachers within the Junior Prep next year: 
Grade 0 teachers:     Grade 1 teachers: 
Jaya Govender (T1)/Claire Fietze (T2 &3)   Genevieve Ritchie 
Lee-Ann Pickering     Charmaine Basel 
Bonolo Molefe      Debby Jameson 
Lesego Ndlovu (T1 & 3)/Nikki Dickson (T2) 
 

THROUGH THE KEYHOLE 
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************************* 
Grade 2 teachers:     Middle Room: 
Belinda Smit      Tracy Backman 
Trish Scott 
Kim Ferreira 
   
Parents please be aware that class lists are drawn up taking a number of factors into account.  This is never taken lightly 
by teachers and hours of work, discussion and debate takes place before all placements are finalised.  In every instance 
the needs of individual boys and the dynamics of the class are considered. 
 

SWIMMING 
Detailed letters were sent to all parents last week: 
Grade 0:  
On Friday, 22 November each Grade 0 class will demonstrate the skills they have learnt during the course of 2019.  
Parents are invited to join us at the Boys School swimming pool should you wish to observe a demonstration by the 
children in your son’s class: 
    8:00 Grade 0F 
    8:30 Grade 0H 
    9:00 Grade 0M 
    9:30  Grade 0S 
Grade 1 & 2 
The Grade 1 & 2 Gala will take place on Saturday, 23 November at the Boys School swimming pool.  The gala will 
commence at 9:30 and should be finished by 11:00. The Grade 2 farewell event will take place after the gala. 
 

JUNIOR PREP THANKSGIVING SERVICE (Grade 2) 
At our Chapel Service on Wednesday, 27 November, we will be giving thanks for the year that has passed.  It is our 
opportunity to thank our staff, our boys and their parents.  We are able to express our gratitude under the guidance of 
the Grade 2 classes.  All Grade 2 parents are invited to join us at this service, after which tea will be served. 
 

GRADE 2 TO 3 ORIENTATION – Wednesday, 27 November 
Our Grade 2 parents will be introduced to the Middle School and meet some of the staff for their Grade 3 year.  An 
overview of expectations for the year will be provided, as well as an explanation of the changes in the boys’ Sporting 
Programme.  After the talk your son’s Grade 6 buddy will be taking you on a tour of the Senior Primary Department.  
Should you wish, you may take your son home with you after the tour. 
There will be no Grade 2 CHAPS on Wednesday afternoon. 
 

AFTERCARE 
Due to a new parents event at the Pre-Prep on Wednesday, 27 November, Aftercare will be at the Boys Junior Prep from 
Monday, 25 – Wednesday, 27 November, as the final touches are added to the building and the venue is set up for the 
function. 
There will be no Aftercare service on break up day, Thursday, 05 December, as all staff will be attending our Year End 
Function.  
The Aftercare Schedule is available for 2020 and will be sent early next week.  Hot Lunch has been excluded as it will no 
longer be served at this facility. 
 

STATIONERY COLLECTION 
At the end of each year, the boys and girls are given an opportunity to donate their left-over stationery (or part thereof) 
to Sefikeng Primary School.  We would really appreciate any donations which will be used to the benefit of the children at 
Sefikeng.  If your child wishes to keep his stationery, please let his teacher know.  If we do not hear from you, we will 
assume you are happy to donate! 
St Peter’s Community Partnership 
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************************* 
SPEET WEEK 
The programme for SPEET week is attached to this week’s newsletter.  The routine for each day is varied, the aim of the 
programme is to expose children to different elements of learning, using interesting topics. 
Please take note that school for Grade 0-7 will close at 13:00.  There will be a supervised Waiting Class until 14:00 each 
day and regular Aftercare will continue. 
 

2020 IS AROUND THE CORNER 
As we start winding down for 2019, 2020 is on the horizon!  Please find the First Term (Easter) calendar and invitations to 
Information Evenings attached to this newsletter.  2020 is a big year for St Peter’s Boys School as we celebrate our 70 th 
Birthday.  Please take note when signing up for Hot Lunch that the boys will be served during their break time from 12:00 
to 12:30.  No academic time will be lost and, once finished eating, boys will go out to play. 
 

NATIVITY PHOTOGRAPHS 
For anyone who missed the sale of photographs at Nativity, Eprints have loaded them onto their website where you can 
still view and order copies.  www.eprints.co.za click on “All eprints school photographs.”  Select the Redhill gallery.  You 
will be asked for a passcode, please type in  StPGr0!  Navigate to the Play sub-gallery, when you click on the photo you 
like, a price list will come up.  For any further queries please contact Eprints on 011 646 4387 or info@eprints.co.za 
 

GOLDEN MOMENT 
A Grade 0 boy told his class teacher that his dad warned him that if he told lies his pants would suddenly catch fire! 
 
See you at the Gala on Saturday. 
Warm regards, 
Kenda Melvill-Smith 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
Saturday 23 November 
9:30          Grade 1 & 2 Gala 
11:00        Grade 2 Farewell function 

Monday 25 November  
                  Water Day – all boys to bring swimming costumes 
13:00        School closes 

Tuesday 26 November  
                 Grade 0 Music Demos 
                 Grade 0 & 1 Owl Education 
13:00       School closes 

Wednesday 27 November 
                  No Sefikeng 
8:00          Thanksgiving Service (no birthdays this week) 
9:00          Tea in JP Hall 
9:30          Grade 2 to 3 Orientation 
10:30        Grade 6/2 Tour of SP Campus 
13:00        School closes 
                  No Grade 2 CHAPS  

Thursday 28 November 
                  Prehistoric Times of the Dinosaur 
                  Grade 2 & 3 Sefikeng Christmas party hosted by Grade 7 
13:00        School closes 
                  No Grade 1 CHAPS 

Friday 29 November 
8:00         Grade 2 CHAPS Choir practise 
                 Christmas Puppet Show 

Saturday 30 November 
15:00        Christmas Market 
18:00        Sunset Carols 
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************************* 
INDIVIDUAL MUSIC INSTRUMENT APPLICATION 2020 
Boys who are interested in doing individual music lessons must apply now for 2020.  Please use the link below: 

https://forms.gle/1dzfGw9K85KAgUmn8 
 

CHRISTMAS BOXES 
Christmas is time to celebrate!  We remember, however, that it is also a time of giving and it creates the opportunity for us to give to 
someone who is less fortunate than we are.  
In the Christmas boxes that have been sent home, please pack:  

 Toothbrush, Toothpaste, Face Cloth, Soap  

 Small toy (Maximum value R60 as the children will open their boxes in front of other children who have received a box and 
we don’t want any disappointment)  

 Packet of Sweets  

 Crayons and blank book  
If there is space, please fill the box up with: Tinned fish, tinned beef, tinned fruit, baked beans, sugar, tea bags, long life milk, jam, 
biscuits.  
 
Please be so kind as to wrap the box in Christmas wrapping paper or newspaper.  
Please help us to build on last year’s success by returning your boxes by Friday, 29 November.  
Collection points for: Senior Prep Girls and Boys: Chapel  
Junior Prep Girls and Boys: JP reception areas 
Blessings  
Father Richard & Mr Kamo Kotsi 

 
HOLIDAY CLUB 

 
 
BEREAVEMENT GROUP 
As the saying goes, ‘Christmas time is family time!’  This is so true, however for some; this Christmas will be a difficult time, as they 

have had to deal with the reality of losing someone special in their lives.  Death is not easy to cope with and often a little extra TLC and 

the openness of a group of people, assists one in coping. 

We will be holding our Bereavement group session on Tuesday, 26 November from 07:30 to 08:30 in the Council Chamber. This time 

round we are opening our group up to all children of St Peter’s who have experienced loss in their lives and who would benefit from 

this session.  Many children have bounced back, but there are many who will find this time painful.  This is for them. 
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************************* 
Wendy Wentzel, our school psychologist, and I will run the group at no charge.  Should you want your child to attend please notify 

them of the session and time, as well as their class teacher who would be able to follow up with them that morning.   

Blessings 

Fr Richard 

MOVEMBER – HALF WAY! 

The men at St Peter’s have been growing their “Mo-staches” for Movember in support of CANSA and Miguel Morais, a St Peter’s Old 

Boy.  If you would like to donate, please click on this link: : https://za.movember.com/mospace/14147748 

 
AQUAPONICS – HELP NEEDED 

 
 
INTERN ACCOMMODATION REQUIRED 
A few of the interns are desperately looking for accommodation nearer the school. Please consider this request if you have a 
room/cottage/flatlet,  available to rent.  Occupation would be from January 2020. 
 
Please contact June Tromp - Head Mentor (Interns) at  jtromp@stpeters.co.za or 082 573 1030. 
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************************* 
 

SUNSET CAROLS  - TICKETS NOW ON SALE! 

https://tickets.tixsa.co.za/event/stpeters-sunset-carols-2019 
 

CHRISTMAS MARKET GOODIES! 
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